EVOLUTION OF THE BREED
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by Dr. Guillermo L. Buchanan

AACCP Veterinary Inspector
          Twenty two years having gone by since the creation of the Argentine Association of Polo Pony Breeders, I think it is useful to look back at past experiences; goals reached and the prospects of the POLO ARGENTINO breed. 
          Ever since the first inspections were carried out and the first half-breed mares–or those chosen for their type, quality and correctness as well as for their sires, almost all of which were thoroughbred racehorses and some the half-breed offspring of outstanding polo-playing mares–were registered,  the evolution that includes polo as a sport in itself, and the breeding systems and mentality of all those involved one way or another and who participate in the polo-pony-breeding process, is glaringly manifest. 
          There is no doubt that those early days were useful, because a wide base of mares and sires that originated the registers at the Argentine Rural Association was created, and the guidelines were defined by the Association regarding the selection system, in which a certain type and aptitude were the bases of the search for the choice polo pony. 
          Another positive factor was the annual visits paid to the flocks of brood mares, in order to cooperate with the breeders regarding the correct way of registering their animals and acting as go-between with the SRA (Argentine Rural Association), thus controlling that register. In many cases it involved marking and opening a file on the foals on each visit, as well as providing advice on issues such as feed; taming systems for foals; correction of alignment of the horses’ legs, health of the breed; the most successful and most used genetics; all of which contributed towards achieving greater efficiency without losing sight of excellence. 
          After all these years of inspections, there is no doubt that we have learned a lot from the experiences of all breeders, and it is our intention to try and share them on each visit. I wish to point out a novel experience which I find very heartening, and which has been brought about by some breeders who have got together in groups with the aim of exchanging knowledge, holding informative chats and visiting the farms, sharing genetics with their stallions and managing to go forward as a group. 
          I think it important to highlight the changes that have taken place in the breeding systems in latter years. No doubt the space taken up by breeding has been reduced due to the advances in the field of agricultural production (soy bean, etc.), which have obliged breeders to select only their best mares to breed from and so optimize the production mechanisms. 
         This is how artificial reproduction began, such as insemination and embryo transfers, boosted and with the backing of our Association. This has given rise to a greater amount of products per year from the best brood mares and high-performance-polo-playing donor mares, which has resulted in improved genetics–un-thought of as regards standard and celerity–when compared to conventional breeding methods. All this has originated an enormous amount of embryo transplant offspring, which today we can see playing at the main tournaments in our country and in the world, as well as performing as stallions that are an improvement on the natural covering of the flocks of brood mares. We may truthfully say that nowadays over 50% of stallions in service are POLO ARGENTINO products, a very high proportion of which are embryo transplants. All this has caused the genetic standard of natural offspring to increase at a speed that was inconceivable in the old days.
DIAGRAM 1 – POLO ARGENTINO PRODUCTS AT THE OPEN
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DIAGRAM 2 – POLO ARGENTINO SIRES PUT TO FLOCKS OF BROOD MARES. 
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          We have already adopted the paternity controls through blood group typification and we are now entering into the DNA system for hair, much more perfect and simpler for the breeder. This is a more reliable system for buyers as regards the genetics they are paying for and safer for the embryo transplant users.
          We could say that we are beginning to reap the first fruit of the POLO ARGENTINO breed, as the following indicators show:
- Nowadays information is there for all breeders to see, either through the annuals that are published, or through the lists of horses participating in the Palermo Open, where the constant increase of POLO ARGENTINO products is observed, showing the most successful pedigrees so far, and thus providing the tools with which to improve not only the genetics, but also the zootechnology. . 
- Growing interest is perceived at auctions of selection animals, organized by the AACCP and at our main breeders’ private auctions, of registered products only.  Likewise, the number and level of horses entered at exhibitions has increased, both at the Palermo cattle show organized by the Argentine Rural Association, as well as at exhibitions of our horses in the interior (Bahía Blanca, Coronel Suárez, Río Cuarto). 
- There is a sustained increase in the number of breeders in the last few years, with the registration of their polo playing mares, as well as a greater number of products registered annually, with a great a mount of embryo transfer offspring. 
          I feel that the effort and investment that professional players devote to breeding is laudable: nowadays the most outstanding players are also important breeders, which benefits not only themselves but the breed in general. 
          As a future perspective, it is important to create statistics with as much data as the register can provide, which would be of enormous benefit to us all, and at the same time, our genetic database of the breed–which is open to polo playing mares and thoroughbred racehorse stallions with an aptitude for polo–will continue to increase. 
           Our evolution is very closely linked to the growing demand for the POLO ARGENTINO horse in the world, which requires from us increasing quality of the product it buys, and which the AACCP has sufficient arguments with which to support it in that sense. 
The achievements in the field of polo pony breeding would not have been possible, had it not been for the creation of the AACCP and for the group of people who made it come true in 1984 and kept it up with clear ideas as to the breed, a sense of balance and unity regarding the Association and the common objectives of all breeders. 
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